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The gay movement and the French left 



(FTS/Coroplled frpm EHn^eltet French weekly, 
April 6, 1979 and Rouge^ French weekly, 
April 27, 1979) 

At the Thivd CongvesB of the Revolutionary Com- 
mmist League - {LCR]held on Januai'y 27-73, 7979, 
the guy aauoua eca) the items they had prepared 
p&fU3&i inalusictt on the agofida by ata^cHty vote, 
Thfee of the aix cauaus m&nbers resigned from the 
league in pi-otest, and the tua-year-old caucus 
disbanded. All ewe joined uith oihei* independent 
gay aottvistB to stopt a new gay publiaation, 
"Maaks" (f&zequea), uhiah came out in May. 7'he 
fotlojHng eaicerpts are oofnpil&d ffom recent inter- 
vieDB the oolleativs gave to Rouije, party organ 
of tJw LCF and Etinaella, another extra-parlia- 
mentary left paper, 

Q; What ccpe youi- goale in puhliehing MasgueB ? 

A: Jean-Pierre; We want Hasks to be a forura 
wh£!r& ue can speak uur,and reflect on and assert 
our Identities aa homosexuals. Masks will be an 
expression of our view of the world, since our 
identity Is not defined just by our sexuality, but 
more so by the fact that our relationship to the 
uorld is different. 

Patrice: We do not believe that there ts only 
uue hind of homosexuality. 

Jean-Pierre: We are intereated In expressing 
the diversities of homosexuality vhich Include, 
but are not confined to, differences in sex. Haskti 
will also be 3 place where political questions will 
be raised. We ulll take a critical look at the 
workers* org<mizattons and the place chat we, as 
£ay men and lesbians, have In their plans for a 
new society. 

Qi Thene afe only four i>otJien in the oclleotive. 
Rou do you ae leebiano see your laork j^Hth Maako ? 
Isn't biorkins in a mixed aatlective sofiewhat con- 
tradiatory uith dev&lopmsnts in the uamen'a move- 
ment? 



Ai Suzette: There were only a few women in the 
gay caucus, too, but we're cotantd^ng on having 
more of ue working on future issues. The women's 
roovenient In France has neyor taken intii account 
Che existence of lesbians; there have been no 
discussions on, or mobilization around, gay issues. 
We explained this in our feature on "Lesbians 
and the Uoiiien''s Movement" in the first issue of 
Masks, and it is the reason why we see the need 
to Increase the number of specifically lesbian 
groups. However, we are convlncecl that there 
is a lot that can be worked out in a mixed group, 
even with respect to out dally Uvea. Concretely^ 
this Eight mean articles written together that 
give our diverging points of view. But ue do 
plan Co work as an nutononuus ftroup within the 
collective- This might be a sgurce of conflict, 
but we feel that it is a workable situation, 
given the aims of the magazine. Besides, this 
will be the first time that a gay publication is 
really mixed. 

Q: What ia your relationehip to the gay movement? 

A: Alain: We believe In the need for a gay move- 
ment, and see ourselves as being part of that 
rrfflvementv But WE lay no claim to being represent- 
ative of the tnoveroenti we aren't a movement maga- 
zine, nor are we the mouthpiece of a particular 
political tendency. 

Jean-Pierre: We do feel that the recent in- 
crease in gay publications is very positive. 

Q} Why did you teaae the League? 

A: The reason la gfiiiple - we were reduced to si- 
lence. What happened at the Congress showed very 
clearly that as far as the League was concerned^ 
the gay struggle is secondary. Obviously, whan 
you're- gay, you don't consider your ntrugti*- to 
be secondary. What we were protesting - and this 
holds true £or all political organizations - is 
the fact that the left and the far left reduce 
socialism solely to changing the production tela- 
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Cions» and all the rest IR supposed to Eall auto- 
matically into place afterward. The collective, 
Tii; u whalC) believes socialism Lo be the neces- 
sary contfition for homusexual llberatLon, but In 
Itself, It's not euough. knd we hope, with 
Haskfi, to ccinCributo, in liL«.'ev42r a small a ^say^ 
to the broadening of the sotriallst struggle. 

Q: In the preaent pepiod of intense eocuxt strug- 
§103, uh^i*e do ifou see the gay Piovement fit in? 

A: Alain: An important aspect of the gay mave- 
inenc Is that ttiere Is no separation of tlie ptirtiuTi- 
al and the political, and we feel that political 
/and union movements can learn from this. Holding;' 
a gay rap group » or even a dance, or Just gay or 
lesbian couples being out In public, are all poli- 
tical acts- And In the light of the vEolent reac- 
tions we liave mtt with from the Ipft and Lhe far 
left, it is clear that we are calking about a 
political act that is both disturbing and uro- 
vocative. Fran there, the question of caijver- 
gence with other isocial struggles can be aeen 
differently; we have much in ccmnon wich women, 
and alao. with other movements that are based on 
the daily Hves of people, such as some of the 
regional struggles, or those of Immigrant work- 
ecB. Unfortunately, the latter two are stiil 
heavily blaaed by "heteroseKism*" 

(J: You haven*t mentioned the cJorft-twg class. . . 

A: Alain: 1 don't think that was by chanci:. I 
think it la difficult to calk of Che working class 
outside qf its organizations. There is no par- 
ticular problem when Ic como^ to individual work- 
era, hut once In a union contingent, they're 
subject CO group pressur^» and that group is 
clearly scructured by certain ideologies* The 
gay movement can perhaps naku it clear that horna- 
sexualicy Is neither the prqtluct of Lhe middle- 
class, nor a middle-class deviacian, a vice in- 
hi^rent in a decadent bourgeolEJie, but that it 
exiscs in the working class, too. And a way of 
doing this Is to raoblllie around cases of repres- 
sion^ and God knows there are enough of cbetn. 
This has already been dont in some factories and 
offices* to try to show how it should be the res- 
ponsibility of the union roovement to cake up the 
Isaue of gay ccprufssion, and also, how "acrusacions" 
of lioiBosexuallty are used as ways of getting rid 
of union activists. One of the things we are 
doing Is to question the very way Chat political 
organizations lunction as beinj vehicles of our 
oppreBslon. Worat-n, who begp'". doing this long 
before us, are clearly concerned dvri.>ctly. But 
these questions are also relevant to mcr. - what 
kind of organizations are chey, these organi- 
zation:, for the libffration of man, tliat reproduce 
within thenselveB the structures of oppression? 
This problem concorny evovyone who is Involved in 
workii M toward a different society - a socialist 
socJKty that we know wjll have a whole series of 
oppressed minorities froffl the outset. 



Qi you &fuate OppafSBsian in a eC/aialiat epeiety 
with oppression in a conrmmiat origanisation^ uhioh 
you define as an "organization for the liberation 
of min." Do you beticue tha.^ a d^wmwitat Ofgan- 
isatiovi can exist as an ist-and outside of the 
d^mirtof^t relations of praaeMt society? 

A: Alain: It's possible to find ways to combat 
this opprtiiitilon. Buc the political organizations 
generally do jusc the opposite. Their line is that 
there is one priraary struggle » and then there 
are the secondary struggles, and in the name of 
these prioritieSj all those who are not FtchcIi 
heterose?cual males are syacemaCically oppressed. 

Jean-Pierre: The left and far-left organi- 
zations have never taken action when it comes to 
gay oppression. Some examples; when Che gay 
festival in Paris was attacked by fascists, and 
the gays were arrested; or when teachers are 
fired for homoePKiality or for alleged relation- 
ships with minors. 

Q: You. seo"! tP lur^ all "h>oTk&ve* or^ani3aticyis"t 
as you aail themj together, whether they are left 
or far left. Oo you see an organisation like the 
LCBf uhiah uvis ana of ths first to take ^p the 
issue of the apeaifia oppression of homosexualst 
as being on a par with the Corwiunist Party, for 
eaxunple? 

A: Alain; It's true that there Is a differ- 
ence In the kind of oppression where, on the one 
hand^ certain lefc and far-left groups call us 
degenerates and beat us up, which is a very 
narrow and brutal forw. of oppression, and the more 
subtle, but perhaps even mora dangerous form found 
in organlaaCloTts that take liberal stands, that 
affirm in chelr meetings that homosexuality is 
not a disease, chat it is not scandalousj chat 
gaya are oppressed, but who continue, within 
their ranks , co see gays as inferior beings who 
have Co wait, either until the elections have 
been won or the revolution accomplished, in order 
to exist. 

Jean-Pierre: Hhac^s more* it Is not the organ- 
Ijatlons like (.he LCB Chat Cook up the issue of 
homosexuallcy, but tlie gays themselves who, from 
within the organization, made it into an Issue. 

Suzette*. Thfc analysis that ve, as lesbians, 
will develop of our oppression and of aur different 
relacionshlp to cbe world, can only be af benefit 
to political organization.s and the women's move- 
ment. The magazine, and the stormy discussions 
that It will raosc likely provoke, will perhaps 
provide a basis for more concrete exchanges than 
we were able to achieve with Just hawing a gay 
caucus, I would like all policitally concerned 
people to read ^Fasks , and see that It is read by 
others, and that everyone, both men and wotneni 
feel as concerned by the questions that we are 
raising as chey are by those raised by the 
women's movetnent. 
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Left unity efforts fail on eve of Italian elections 



(PTS/ Canplled from it manifsBto, 
Apirll and Kay, 1979) 



Italian daily. 



"For our proposal to work, che various parties 
would liave had to criticize themselves Instead of 
just criticizing each other. UnEottunacely, the 
desire to do this uaa miasingJ' 

Those are the words of Lulgi Bobbio, one of the 
organliere of an attempt to unify all the Italian 
"new left" groupa and parties under a single elec- 
toral banner for the Italian Parliamentary elec- 
tions of June 3 and 6. Tlie iiqpeCUS tor this at- 



outBide of the traditional political arena, speci- 
flcally the woraen'a oioveinent but hIjso including 
the cultural collectives and other groups* The 
problem posed by these disagreements was pointed 
out by Fabio Musai of the PCI's Central Connoit- 
tee, who asked, "If a voter were Lo vote for a 
slate in which all the inajor new left groups were 
to be represented, what would s/he be uotlng for, 
politically speaking?" 

Because even a basic agreement on these iasueg 
could not be reached by tbe major forces In the 
"new left," in most areas there will be two and 




Ab UJi&riployment grows in JtaZj/, unemployed t.fOvJc&*s congtituie a paiiepful politioal fopoe 



tempt at electoral unification waa supplied by the 
"Croup of 61," a group of trade unionists, intel- 
lectuals, progressive judges, and others who fear 
Chan electoral disunity will spell disaster for 
the ^'new left," (For a partial text of this 
group's initial pcreition papePt ^^^ Neuefront 
Int0i*tuitio*uil 0225} The increasing political 
differences within the "new left", which have 
become more pronounced since the failure of their 
electoral coalition in 1976, aiiaply proved too 
great to overcome In the short period of time re- 
oiainlag before the elections. 

There are three main dividing lines within the 
"new left." The first Involves disagreement over 

an analysis of political violence/terrorism; the 
second point of discord crops up when discussing 
what relationship the "new left" should have to 
the Italian Communist Party (PCI) and its strat- 
egy of ao "historic cpTnpromlse" government with 
the ruling Christian Democrats (DC); and the third 
is dlaagreenient over how to relate to mass move- 
ments which have sprung up In Italy and remained 



sometimes three different electoral slates on the 
ballot representing the groups and parties who 
are to the left of the PCI. For a while. It 
appeared as If agreement had been reached on pre- 
senting a coTfimon Blate. Until April 22, all of 
the major groups and parties In the "new left" had 
tentatively agreed to band together ior the elec- 
tions, but many began to have second thoughts as 
to the political viability of glossing over seri- 
ous differences in order to vln an election. 

The elections, which are being held more than 
two years ahead of schedule because the Parlia- 
ment elected in 197ft .ould not yustaln a working 
governineiit coalition, rtre crucial for the PCI. 
Since the 1976 elections, when they pulled almost 
even with the DC electorally tgetzin^ 343 of the 
vote to the PC's 26X) , the electoral atrengtii of 
Che West's largest Marxist party has heen allp- 
plng. In a nmaber of small local elecCtona since 
1976, the Party has not fared so well, and the 
elections of June 3 and A will give voters nation- 
wide the opportunity to express their opinion of 



PCI strategy since the 1976 elecclons. This strac- 
egy has included repeated calls for a government 
of national unity — wtticli would be made up of all 
of Italy's non-Fascist parties — to see Italy 
through the economic and social crisis of recent 
years which many observors believe is threatening 
the very existence of the Italian Republic. The 
PCI has called for a hard-line attitude towards 
politica.1 violence and supports the auatericy 
measures imposed by the International Monetary 
Fund in an attetnpt to prop up the fragile Italian 
economy. 

The Italian Socialist Party (Pi;i), once very 
Bfluential^ received a shockingJy low 9% of the 
■^voce in the 1976 Parliamentary elections, but 
there are indications that the Party will do bet- 
ter this time arouiidi. The I'SI has been courting 
militants dinenchanted with the "new left" (S3ti 
Nsi^sfroni Intcynational it222)^ Kliich is a good 
indication that the PSI will resist any DC at- 
tempts to resurrect the "center- left" coalition 
government of the DC and PSi which was so popu- 
lar in the early 1960's. Relations between the 
PSI and PCI remain somewhat strained, however, 
and the PSI hopes for a larger share of the left 
votes in the upcoming elacttans in order to gain 
some leverage in their dealings with the Conmun- 
Ists. 

The Radical Party (PE> , which concentrates on 
civil rights and has a strong libertarian streak, 
is also expected to do fairly well. The PR hopes 



to pick up votes from leftists who are critical 
of both the PCI and the various "new left" elec- 
toral coalitions, although In about half of Italy 
the Radicals are presenting a coctnuon slate for 
the Senate with one of the "new left" coalitions, 
(The Setiate Is traditionally more conservative 
than the Chamber of iJeputiest owing to the fact 
that voters must be 25 to vote for the Senate - 
as Opposed Co IS for the Chamber - and that some 
Senate seats are appointed for life.) 

The Italian feminist movement has sponsored 
a number of debates on the elections » but there 
is no unified line within the novdment. The 
Radicals, who have long been at the fureCront of 
the rsr.rugyle for abortion rights, are expected 
to j?et a larpie share of the feminist vote. There 
had been some talk of a women's slate being pre*- 
sented in some major cities, but nothing came of 
this proposal. 

Finally, as in any Italian election, a number 
of world-famous cultural figures will be running. 

Among them are Leonardo Sdascla, an author known 
for his novels about life in his native Sicily, 
who ran as an independent on the PCI slate in 1976 
and is running on the Radical slate this time, and 
director Ettore Scola (We All Loved Each Other So 
Muchf A. Special Day) who is running as an indepen- 
dent on the PCI slate, Nobel Prize poet Eugenic 
Hontale is a Senator for life, representing the 
small, moderate Hepublican Party. 
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A look inside a local hsadquax'tsPB of the Italian Cormunist Pai'ty(FCI). The Italian 
Parliamentary eleatione scheduled for June S and 4 will be vevy anusuii, ones fo^ tne 
PClj it^hose populaptty has beevi Blipp-Cng since the Zagt such elections in 197S. 



Search for Red Brigades becomes witch-hunt in Italy 



(PTS/Compiled from i£ inan-Lfseto, Italian daily, 
April 6 through Hay 4, 1979; 

In Che name of "counter-terrorism", police 
throughout Italy have seized upon the electoral 
campaign fe^e ^elated article) as an opportunity 
tp launch an offensive against independent poli- 
tical groups on the left. 

The object ot the campaign has mostly been Che 
BO-called "Autonomla , " the political associations 
of workers, students and unemployed, operating 
outside Italy's huge ComjnQnlfiC Pisrty <PCI) and the 
various "extra-parliamentary" parties to the left 
of the PCI. These groupa have argued for workers' 
struggle at the conununlCy and workplace level, 
stressing the need for autonomous organizations 
to effect any teal social change in the current 
political climate in Italy, As auch, they are 
perceived as a threat to the economic austerity 
of the Christian Democrats (DC) and to the work- 
ing class support of the PCI. Their relations, 
even with the extra-parliamentary left, are often 
strained because of their refusal to condemn vio- 
lence. 

The TtBDSt elgniflcant case of this police policy 
hds been the arrest of Antonio Negri and four- 
teen other meitiber^ of the group "Workers' Fowet" 
In Padua last April 6. NeEfl, a professor at the 
University in Padua, has long been a prominent 
leader in the Autgnoniia t and his arrest coinmanded 
headlines for several weeks In the Italian press. 

Negri was accused of being a leader of the fted 
Brigades (BR) and of hawing taasterminded last 
year's kidnapping and aseassltiacion of DC Presi- 
dent Aldo Horo. During the course of his inter- 



rogation, nucnerous other arretjts took pldcc, in- 
cluding several joumaligta, prompting a strong 
reaction not only within left circles, but vilth- 
In the press js well. 

There appears to be no real case against Hegri 
and his companions. The only substantive evidence 
against him was chat excerpts from his wrXtinfis 
appeared In messages from the BR. Negri vaa held 
in solitary cooflnement for the two weeks of his 
Interrogation, during which tline the prosecutors 
consistently hinted of a "super-witness'* who would 
eoierge in the proceedings. The "super-wl tneas" 
never naterlalized. Indeed, at the end of the 
interrogations, Negri's ovra lawyers reacted with 
astonishment at the weakness of the prosecution's 
case. Much had been made of a tape recording o£ 
a BR phone call to Aldo Koro's house on April 30, 
1978, in which the caller's voice was alleged to 
be Negri's. By the end of the proceeding it had 
been established that the call had been made from 
the Scazione Termini railroad depot in Rone, while 
it was shown that Negri was in Milan on that date. 

By April 21, it mznifesta concluded, "We find 
ourselves faced with a witch-hunt, a widespread 
intimidation against anyone who has criticized , 
or criticizes, the magistrate. . .At the very least» 
we are dealing with a pure case of hysteria/' 

Despite the governmeTit 's embarrassment over the 
Negri case, tht^re appear^ to be little abateinent 
In the policy of repression. The theory that 
there is a conspiracy on the left, headed by the 
Bit, to s^ubvert Italian democracy, has not been 
abandoned. By tnid-May, the Italian Army was in- 
cluded in the "fight" against terrorism, an un- 
precedented move in a country where local and 
national police have long Jealqusly guarded 
their own preserves. i 



Spain: Left coalitions gain control in major cities 



(PTS/ Translated from TriunfOt Spanish weekly, 
April 21, 1979) 

Muniaipal elsationa held April I theoughout 
Sipain led to a aleas* leftist victory. Shortly 
thep&xftei^f representatives of the Camtuniet Pofty 
of Spain (FOE) and tha Spctntoh Doaialist Wopkei>o 
Fitrtii (PSOE) agreed to aooperats in the formation 
of ntunicipal govevTmenta in order to eneure the 
eteations of leftist mai/ovd by the aounaitlor's 
ahoeen by th& voters. Both parties emphaBzzed that 
tkie step would not be fotU^ed by the el(zbQra- 
tion of a oormon prognvj^ ru>r would it lead to the 
areaticn of a ssaond Popular Fronts although on- 
going ca^^gation in these muniaipalitiea has been 
prondeed^^both gr&upo. The outecme of thi& 
c^eememt has been the aaptws of the bulk of the 
oountry 'e municipal govermrenta by the left. Ex- 
cerpte from tii>o ^[rjji-pfo cu'-ticl^e dis<fuQfi the im- 
pace of this on Spatiieh politiaa aa well ae at- 
temptB by the aonsei'vative governing partyt the 
Union of the l/emocratic Center fUCD)j to dis- 
rupt this unity. 



The Left's flattie 

There seem to be three distinct powers now in 
Spain. One controls the non-governmental posts 
and represents a non-democrat ice conservatisn 
vhich Is trying to maintain what the governinent 
of Ceneral Prsnca represented, although by other 
meatlS . Another power Is the government itself, 
based on a party (UCD) which is in reality no 
more than the confluence of various groups and 
individuals. This party's force resides in an in- 
sufficiently clear, relative electoral majority 
obtained under an undemocratic electoral law. 
The third power is just being formed; the muni- 
cipal left. Its sudden appearance has upset the 
Other two. Ths municipal left has the IBOO 
most important municipal governments In the coun- 
try, containing 70^ of the country's population, 
as well as the 18 or 20 it«jst important cities, 
including Madrid and Barcelona. Its \';eakness 
lieg in its having won these elections without 
having presented a united front. This left is 
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trying to achieve unlcy afcer the fact through 
negotiations betveen two parties (PSOE and PCE) 
which have been hostile Co one another through- 
out most of thelt history. Furth^nnore, since 
their leaders have no Interest in formulating 
a conunon program, the agreements are purely 
tactical. 

In Capturing one of Spain's moat Important bases 
of power, the task vhlch faces the municipal left 
1e immense. The former regime used the municipal 
govemcaeccs as a base of operations ^ placing their 
moat reliable i^rople in then. Upon taking up 
aiiailclpal powetj the left will be confronted with 
the necessity of a systematic renovation which 

extend from the st]per£icial - but possibly 
provocative - act of changing street oames to the 
alteration of the props of its authority an& 
budget: contracts, land, cDcmunal exploitation, 
urbaniaatlon, housingt culture. In addition, 
there Is a political task of Che first order - 
local goverGment 's support for autonomous forms 
where nationalist parties are represented and 
where the left's p]an to decentralize the gov- 
ernment can advance. In this the left is going 
to encounter frontal assaults by the two exist- 
ing CentraliKt powers* 

Twenty-four hours after the municipal ai^reeoient 
of the left (joined by some natloiiallat and demo- 
cratic forces) was made public, the governmental 
party, the UCI), attempted to break it with anta- 
gonlBtic proposals made to the leadership of both 
the PSOE and the PCE. Denounced by both parties > 
this move Is the end result of fiftees days of 
vigorous maneuvering by the neo-Francoists to 



dissolve the unity of the left and maintain their 
political continuity as well as their control of 
Che greatest number of MayorallCies. This first 
political assault on Sociallst-Connnunlst unlcy was 
a complete government defeat in its primary object 
the separation of the PSOE and the PCE. However, 
in another respect It met with greater success: 
it led Co a limitation of the support pf ilic 
Catalan Soclaliats for the Co»x>0rgen&ia de Ctita- 
lun2 to a specified time and level. 

The possibility of UCD cooperation with the 
Left parties seemed to depend on the behavior 
of its moderate right. Only when they approached 
a social democratic program did a centef-lcf C , 
or coalition policy, appear possible. Government 
attempts were hound to fail when the right ir.a- 
lated Itself In policies of nea-Francolsts integ" 
rallam. This Is especially true in the rauniclpal- 
Itlea, Cl which the Sociallst-Coiranunist pact is 
limited, since neo-Frsij.,olst tendencies are far 
more pronounced at this level. 

By late May, It had became clear that the Left 
was experiencing its own InCernal problems. Mili- 
tants within the PSOE, objecting to the Party's 
middle-of-the-road policies and top-down lead&r- 
ship, led to the realgnaCion of fSOE leader 
Felipe Gonzalea, While It is expected that he 
will return to the head of the Party by the No- 
vember Party Congress, the oiove is bound to have 
significant^ if aa yet unknown, effects on Che 
relations between Che PSOE and the PCE, ae well 
as between the PSOE and the centrist powers. 



Fascist violence on the upswing in Spain 



(PTS/ Translated from Ti'iimfo, Spanish weekly, 
April 7 , 1979) 

On the ev& of legiBlatii>e elections in Spain, 
izumeraus fascist attaaka u^re inetigat&i a&iiirtet 
9uah gr-oupe as the FSQ? f Socialist Wor-kers' Part^} 
and tho PCE (Comrufiist Ftiii-dy), The ^^eepeti^torg 
aljioot alwaya SBaap&d. The folloving aaaounto 
ai'e specific inoidsntB of thie tex'PCi*ifti: atitii>itif. 

The crowd was, for Che moat part, old enough to 

reDember. On che screen, Joae Lyis de Vllalionga 
was reviving old raeniorles of che civil war, when 
suddeiily, the film was Interrupted by the shouts 
of a group of youths: "That^s a lie!'* They be- 
gan throwing eggs at the screen, possibly with 
tbe Illusion of injuring chose remembered, as if 
the Iniage were a reat, living presence. Some 
ripped the white synthetic fabric, while others 
warned Che public, frightened and quiet in their 
seats, chat this was not directed at then; and 
that no one needed to be frightened. For the 
next few minutes > the ultra- rightist coranando 
shouted Falangist slogans, throw ashtrays at the 
screen, pulled out seats and smeared the walls 
with their party Initials: F.E.S (Syndicalist 
Student Front). 



The local theater was left very seriously dam- 
a,ged. During the rest of the day and the follow- 
ing night, forty people worked concirvoously to 
repair ic. The nejct day, the public turned out 
In greater numbers than before, "instead of hurt- 
ing the film, fthat they have done Is to promote 
lt» because now many more people are coming." 
The police called the cinema's etirployeeg for a 
statement, but did not allow thetn to speak to 
reporters. 

ABalnat the Left 

Tuesday, March 27, around 6 p.m. Two boys, 
about 15 years old» entered the office of the 
Spanish CommuQist Party (PCF) Eastern bureau, 
where Communist Youth members were developing 
photographs. Tl* two boys, made up like puerr- 
lllas, asked to sue dODae pcopagarida. iiidging 
toward the door, they tore up the papers and 
shouted: "Reds! Foolsl", then turned and ran 
off. Around 7:30 p.m., they returned to the 
office and repeated the Insults. Nonaal acttyi- 
ty continued. "We did not let ourselves be pro- 
voked, because Chat is what they were looking 
for." 



irt-; >^ 







P^B/Muruh ObrerQ 



Faddist' iiS3e"ibly in hiadi-id 



Later in the evening, five youths appraached 
the door and demanded co see die person in charge. 
The leader of Che five, according to witnesses, 
was no older than twenty and the others were even 
younger. All wore the insignia of the nacJonal 
flag on their lapels. Ail hid their right hand 
Inside their clothing. The leader of tlie commando 
insisted upon entering, but the comtnunists refused 
them entrance. Some of the connnunlsts inside 
wanted a face-to-face talk with the youths; others 
wanted to send them off as beJro»e. Tension was 
mounting. 

"Load your guns," shouted the leader. Meanwhile, 
two of them haf? seized a communist by the lapels 

and shaken him. "If they cry anything," the lead- 
er ordered ^ "draw your guns and give them four 
shots." The communists finally succeeded in throw- 
ing the "guerrillas" out of the office. As they 
left, the faeciscs bit anyone in their path with 
iron bars and chains, while shouting "Long Live 
Christ the King,!" and "Up with Spain'" From a 
distance, they continued to hurl bottles and jara 
against the PCE office door, 'ivo communists and 
one passer-by were wounded. 

The office, since its opening in September 1976 
when the party was still illegal, had been attacked 
two other times; once on Che eve of the elections 
on June 15, 1977 and again on the eve of the so- 
called constitutional referendunih "We communists 
consider these attacks to he a form of terrorism^ 
vhich must be combatted. We will use all our 
strength, in the party as well as among the peo- 
ple, to see that the authorities apply the anti- 
terrorist law." 



The Attacks Continue 

Friday, March 30, exactly 3 a.m. Two labor 
lawyers had just arrived at the offices of the 
Workers' Commlsaion (G.C.n.O.) to retrieve some 
hriefs they needed for various trials that same 
day in the Labor Court, when they heard an enor- 
mous explosioH. They stood trembling for a while, 
Chen went downstalra where they met two security 
men as shaken up as they. Police and bomb experts 
were called in who, after checking for more bombs, 
figured at least two kilos of explosives had gone 
off. However^ they found no evidence of a timing 
device, if the terrorists only wanted the usual 
explosion, why did they bring enough dynamite ta 
blow up the whole building? Sorae think that 
had been their purpose, but that upon seeing a 
light and movement unusual for that hour, the 
criminals had decided to place the charge some- 
where else and escape. In any event, thp assault 
has been claimed by a terrorist group called 

IrRAPO , 

The same group had claimed another assault 
on C.C. 0.0. the previous Saturday. In protest 
of this assault, there were numerous work stop- 
pages and demonstrations in the Catalonia region. 
In >ladrld, the same Friday of the explosion, some 
3,000 people^ called together by the C.C. 0.0. and 
the U.G.T. (a Socialist Worker's Union) , gathered 
in front of the C.C.O.O.'s office. "Where la a 
GRAPO fascist?" one old worker raged. "I'll 
cut off his balls I" That game day in Leon, in 
the northwest of Spain, the office of the Onion 
of the Democratic Center (UCIJ) was nLtacked. The 
agressors were identified a^ militants of ^rsa 
Nueva (New Force), an extrewe right group. They 
destroyed the archives, shouted the usital hackneyed 
slogans, and sneaked away^K... 



(PTS/Iranslated from Triunfo, Spanish weekly, 
April 21, 1979) 

The first week of April began and ended in Eus- 
kadi with huge demonattatlons. ihi tlie Sth, 
100,000 people demonstrated in Bilbao against 
police repression in the Basque Country. On the 
previous Sunday, Aberri Eguna - Che Basque Na- 
tional Day - close to 200,000 people, distributed 
between Bilbao, San Sebascion, Vitoria, Pamplona 
and Mauleon, a Basque provincial capital In France^ 
paraded through the streets to express what each 
of the political parties involved consldera tq be 
the solution to the Basque situation. 

Well underway by noon, the demonstrations on 
April i attracted a far greater turnout than had 
been expected. Tl^e increasing rain seems not to 
have dl!,iinished attendance at all. It quickly 
became clear that, for the first time in the his- 
tory of this celebration, the number of Basque 
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White flight: Southern Africans looit t6 Bolivia 



ns/A.L.y. 



atrticted Ip'the Bolivian province oJ Beni . Ex- 
tensive lands are being bought up by SEFA S*A. — 
3 eoBipaTiy Itid. by clie ILlefjal government of Ian 
Smich." Thial^to the report of two Swedish jour- 
nalists who SwVthey hav^ talked with ou€ of the 
unnamed cxecuttl^a ai chR mysct^rlous ^hcxjesian 
company . j ' 

/''Hhen we lose power in Rhodesia," he said, "the 
^gi'^Bt expdu» will belnjj. It\ ^nclcl[>^Lion of that 
sltuatioiit^ we are preparing ourselves by buying 
extensive lands In Bolivia. We have concenLrated 
QT1 buying up the province of Beni, which has an 
area of X13(^0'0 square kilometerB. We have chosen 
Bolivia because It ia the paorest ccimtry In Lacln 
America."] Jn some ways the province oi Beni is 
the equli^aXent of Rhodesia fifty yoars ago," 

"R^Ge'are all the conditions for a settlerneiit 
of vhlte Rhodeslans, with their know-how and their 
Diodern 'Equipment I to create a modern and prosper- 
Qus soc'luty. Naturally, we will litilize the Indi- 
ans as. cheap labor; they too will enjoy, to a 
certain degree, the prosperity which we create." 

He. nlso Indicated Chat while the Khodesian gov- 
ernment alone cannot euacaln the land-buying 
seheme, it remains realistic due to ciie aid of 
governinencij and loans from intermit ivnal banks. 

The colonisation pain began with the November 
1576 meeting of government representatlTTPS of Ar- 
gentina, Bolivia, ]*aragu;iy, Uruguay, VenezuelH 



and the West Gennan Ministry of l>eveIopment Aid. 
Although the official subject of the tneeting was 
the transfer of Latin American technicians com- 
pleting »-'i-lr studies in Europe back to their own 
coiincriL?St ;^i,6u discussed was a West Gennati offer 
of S150 i"i^j>3ti to any country ready Co receive 
thirty Ehofl^nd [German families from Southern 
Africa, 

The revelation of this offer shocked the iiorn- 
aliy tight-lipped Intergovernmental CoEnmiHsion of 
European Migration (CfHE). Mrs. Brutel de la 
Riviere, advisor to the Dutch delejiiation of CIHE, 
considered the negotiations shaky, yet .ifflrmed 
that "various South Aftvrlcan countries watch the 
arrival of technicians ^ud spt-cialists Erom South 
Africa with lateroiit." Those forced Cq leave the 
African continent would prefer South ^erica, 
provided there ia enough room for them." Thla 
Involves not only the whites of South Africa, hut 
those of Khodasla and Namibia, as well. Mrs. de 
la Hivlere also conflnoed that Rhodesians in search 
of land prospects have travelled to South Amer- 
ica, particularly to Bolivia. 

The countries oiost affected by the exodus from 
Southern Africa* especially England and Holland, 
are barely holding their own economically. Mot 
having much to offer the ex-^settlers, they are 
more than glad to encourage migration to other 
areas. 



WhKEY^ QontirBied from page 11 

istratlon to Implemant austerity measures which 
are daily becoming more unpopular. In order to 
attain Che economic stability necessary Eor Tur- 
key to participate more fully In the* European 
economy. Megotlations re^tardlng Turkey's pos- 
sible future entry into the European Coimuon Mar- 
ket Viave been goln^ on for years without success. 
in tha countryside, In the most underdeveloped 
areas of Turkey, the response to Ecevlt's poll- 
cl^ has been, Eor the government, alarming: a 
spiritual renaissance has been growing in response 
to die s>3Ctifices imposed by the economic crisis. 

__^J&ie. return of Islam, which for sixty years has 
been relegated to a subsistence in half-^empty 
nosquea on. the fringes of secular society, hag 
matched step-by-step the Khomeini flame In Iran. 
The leaders, however, arc of a totally different 
political stamp than Khomeini. Only very recently 
have there been some smaJl signs of an "Islamic 
left," and this is limited to the cities: In the 
countryBide, the movement is led by fanatics, tied 
toth to fascisin and ultra-nationalism, which were 
used by past governments to fight the union and 
left movements. .^ 

Turkey, then, nay be exploding, but the impetus 
supplied by the Islamic right is not what Hani 




icl-ilassan was hoping for when he i^poke of Turlcish 
upheaval three montlis ago. How is the U.S. re- 
acting'? Vfaablngton has traditionally favored 
the activities of Cho Turkish right, which it 
has considered a more dependable ally than 
Ecevlt. Kow» however, the situation appears to 
be different. Afraid that the descabllization 
of Turkish society ral;;ht drive Ecevi t Into the 
Soviet camp, Uaahifif^ton has v-'orked on improving 
relations between the two governments, so that 
now it can be aald that Turklah-U.S. relations 
are bt^tter than they have been in years. 



Morocco and the Polisario Front 



(I*TS/TranBlftted from RoUQQj French weekly, 
April 27 - May 3. 1?7?) 

In 197$^ Spain relinquiahed its foPmef NoPtk 
AJYioan o^flony of the Spcmish Saham, hta^ning 
ovep adm-inistrviHve acntT'ot^ not to th6 indigen- 
ouB populatiarZf but tc Morocaa cmd Mccuritania^ 
Since then, the PoUaarto FPont (the riational 
•indep&ndanae movement) has been accrpying out a 
prolonged guefpilla war with the Morooaan cmd 
Mattritanian traapa tJhich haDe ocaupied most of 
the aowiti^. fiojjetier^ Afeuritanta ttfrnowto^d 
in April that it w<?uld .-nest with the Polisapio 
Prcnt on Hay 28 to sign a peace treaty in prep- 
aration fof a oomplete pullout of ite troops from 
VsQt0rn Sahara, 



slty. The predicament of King Hassan H is cer- 
tainly aot as serious as chat of his Eriend Shah 
Sezfl Pahlevlj whom he graciously received during 
the Elrst weeks of his exile; however, the throne 
Af the king Is also crumbling. 

Since last summer, whtn the Pollsaflo declared 
a ceeseflre with MaurltLnia ( a caansfire whici' 
has been, tacitly observed by Maurltam^n forces 
as well), the Saharart troops have cfffiCentrated 
ell their attacks against the Koyal Arttned Forced 
and have dealt them increasingly stinging defeate,\ 
A particular cause Eor alarm waa the Polisario \ 

attack last January 28 on the Moroccwi city of 
Tan-Tan. Twelve hundred men, fully armed, were 
able to attack their objective, a city of 35,noO 
Inhabitants, at IjOO p.m. and occupy it for four 




In progress eince thtt beginning of April » the 
latest thrust of the "Bouinedlenne offensive" 
(begun in January as a full-scale offensive 
against Moroccan occupation and named aftet'the 
late President of Algeria who supported the in- 
dependence struggle of the Polisario Front) seems 
at this moment to be very much of Q success • 
Polisario forctif. succeeded in liberating two key 
Saharan towns, Tlfariti (In the northeast) and 
Asigala,as well as launching a full-scala attack 
on Bu-Craa^ ceatet of the country^ s phosphate 
deposits. They also attacked and temporarily 
occupied the southern Moroccan town of Aoulnet- 
"Torkos, while^ at the same tlme^ attacking with 
heavy arms ^torocco's four main military garrisonSi 
both in the W'>stern Sahara and inside Morocco. 
[luring these attacks, hea\'y losses were Inflicted 
upon the Moroccan troops af KLng Hassan's Royal 
Armed Forces. 

These recent military setbacks, which visibly 
Worry the West, have occurred at a particularly 
poor time for the weakened Hassan regime. In the 
cour.se of the last few months, the economic and 
social conditions in the country have deteriorated 
considerably. Beginning last suinmer, a wave of 
strikes has swept the country, affecting most 
sectara of the economy. Recently, the strikes 
have spread to the high achools and the unlver~ 



hours, after having covered A5Q kilometers (280 
mllea) of Moroccan territory. Defeats such as 
these have seriously lowered the morale of the 
Moroccan army, an army which consumes ^3% of the 
national budget. Numbering more than P0,000 
men at the outset of the conflict, today it con- 
sists of 120,000. and it budget of five million 
durams (approximately 1 talllion, dollars) In 197U 
has now surpassed four billion durams (approjci' 
uifltely 840 million dollars). 



The Sahsran Burden 

Nevertheless, the Hassan regime continues to 
strive for a Saharan victory and defend Its poll- 




a beating frtum the nagliKcnce of its adtnlnlStrar- 
tion. But tinm.-; change. Although the bellicose 
tone continues to prevail, Che euphoria of the 
time of the "green liiarch" of 1975 has reversed 
itself, and now many are speaking of the Saharan 
booby-trap. The '^gi*een rnarah" of tVoPembert 1975, 
was a ivitional mobilisatio>i of SEO^OOO "peaoe 
tnaraher'B" called togsthav by King Ifassan in the 
fiame of MoToeco'a "sacred union" with the terri- 



tory e>f- Western Sattara, Tkey »ere ttm^k&d t& tiie 
border and allowed to mcc^h egv^r-al tnilea into 
Western Sahcuv in ovder to "aonfpont" Spanish 
troops arv&utfiwi Isgitimacy to (■iorof^oo's tefpitop- 
ial ctaixA^ the t^egion. 

The rea«in for thia jtraduaJ. reversal of opinion 
can be seen If one takes Into aecounc che profund- 
ity of tke pres-ent economic crisis. The phosphate 
boom, which Is the country's principal form of 
wealrh, has disappeared* Cttlng from 13 dollars 
a ton before J.aiiuary 1974 to 68 dollars In Janu- 
ary 1975, it "has gone back down to 30 dollars a 
ton Coday. During the period of the phosphate 
'oooni, a mOod of euphoria prevailed and Invest- 
ments Increased from 1.2 billion durams in 1973 
LCf 10.2 billion In 1977, reaching 402 of che gross 
national product, Butj although Che economy gave 
the impression of doing well, in fact during this 
same period of Cltne the national treasury was 
going into an increaslr^g deficits 

Another prob'ein Is inflBtioni Since the euinmer 
af 1977 » it has bi^gun to Increaae regularly, In- 
duced by the irapor*acion of gasoline and manu- 
factured products. Since then, It has maintained 
a rate of 13%. Those who Toar the bill are the 
rural workers in particular <whcre the dally sal- 
ary fluctuates around seven durams <or $1.^0) ), 
aa well as the urban workers^ and the population 
in general which sees the price of housing, trans- 
portation and basic necessities rising. A slinple 
calculation abows, for example, Chat for a Moroc- 
can worker one hour of work earns enough for one 
loaf of bread, one and one-half hours work for one 
kilo of sugar, and eleven hours for a kilo of 
beef. 

Thus;, inflation has brought about a signifi- 
cant drop in the standard of living for the maj- 
ocity of the population. Nevertheless, a sur- 
prising disparity exists butween salaries: al- 
though the Binimum monthly wag^, one of the low- 
est In the world* does not exceed five hundred 
durams < S105.00), a president or manaRing dir- 
ector usually receives 30,000 duranis poiithly 
(S6,300.00). Along with thif), there is the 
blaclt BiarUet, the reign of speculation ar-d the 
tradition of begging which serve to aggravate the 
,. economic malaise even nrorc. In addition, unem- 

L ployaient is endemic <two million people) and 
ft the trtjasury baa a huge deficit. While non- 
K exUtent In 1973, the treasury deficit has passed 
■ successively from 3.5 hilUon in 1975 to 7. A 
I in 1976, and 7.7 in 1977. 



A Series of Strikes 



Xn this context, during th^ sutmner of 1973, a 
deries of strikes tooit place- Vliese were 
the first shocks which jolted chr^ collaborating 
political groups. Even more serious is the split 
in the traditional ^toro^c3n Workers' Inopn (IIMT) 
which is the main union political arm of the re- 
gime. In November, many groups separated from It 
(past office and tejephone workers* railway work- 
ers, miners and teachers) and created the Demo- 
craclc Confederation nT t^bor . At the outset of 



1979, the movement picked up moii^entum with another 
wave of strikes, these incluiiet! a strike of 
10,000 railway workers far higher wages; 17,000 
bank employees tyccupled 300 branches ot 15 dif- 
ferent banking finnsj a strike of 10,000 miners 
froD Khourlgba; as well as actions taken by 
hospital, postal, aviation, textile and dock 
workers. : 

In February, the national education system had 
two general strikes of three to four days, initi- 
ating its participation In the moven^nL. Thi±i 
marked the crossing of a new threshold for the 
workers' movetnent.. While the sttiklns teachers 
at ftabat, Casablance, Kuneltra and Marrakesb based 
their movement on salary disputes, they also pro- 
tected ^ raote or less overtly, the problems of 
the unrelenting repression, the regime's pseudo- 
liberallEatlon, and the plight of political pris- 
oners . 

The teachers and students, both college and 
high school, decided on nonviolent strikes In 
order to protest against the requirements for 
the baccalaureate (high school diploma), the 
selection process, their mafcerlal situation, 
and the imprisonment of other etydcnts and teach- 
ers. The guveriunenc's reaction was equal to that 
of their dafiance. Since t'.eir first a<;sa<Llt on 
a striking high school on Karch 9, police have 
forced their way into Che classrooms with unbe- 
lievable savagery. They quelled denaonstratlons 
which took place in the cities on Harcb 10 and 11 
in a similar fashion* There have been night ar- 
rests, sealed coffins returned to fasailies, and 
so many wounded that hospitals find themselves 
short on plaster for broke. i bones. iVi though 
this l3 all baaed on well-known facts. It goes 
unreported in the press. 

The Iranian Example 

The nomination of Bouabid as the new Pi'lme Mini" 
ster - an ex-icember of the opposition party. Nation- 
al Union of Popular Forcea (UNFP), and directly 
linked to the leaders of che HMT - has had the 
goal of releasing some of the opposition pressure 
and especially obtaining a certain social consen- 
sus at the anion level. This maneuver has been 
reinforced by che creation of a National Security 
Council on Harr-h 27. With the support of this 
council of war, supported by the SocJ-allst Union 
of Progressive Forces (CI^TT) , the Party of Prog- 
res;. and Socialism (PPS) , and Che Kaclonal Assem- 
bly of Independents, once more tbe king will be 
able to defend his Internal policies in the name 
of the national "raoblllzation" against the Poll- 
sarlo and Its Supporter, Algeria. Hut the sover- 
eign no longer has the freedom of movement which 
he had In 1973 and 1976. The international situ- 
ation has changed. Under the encouragement of 
France, tiassan has changed hia military and dip- 
lomatic alliances in che Maghreb (the North Afri- 
can states), the effect of which has been to Iso- 
late him from most of the Arab wurld . His posi- 
tion on the Israeli-Egyptian treaty in particu- 
lar, which he at first supported, has further lao- 

cont%nued an back page 



Women and the European Parliamentary elections 



(PTS/ Compiled f roja f4aintenant, French weekly, 
4/2/79 and HOuge, French dally, 3/3/79, 4/5/79). 

The frrst populap el^ctiotie in frJw history of 
the European Parlicffuent iHll be held em June lOj 
l&'?9. The Paplum&it wac founded in Z9i?- hy tha 
BoiTte Treaties^ which BstablxBhed the Eurvpean 
EGonornia Conmmit^ (Contnon Afeffket, or CBE) and the 
European AUimic Bn&fgy CcJmntn-Ctif. The Parliament 
ie currently aamposed of 198 pepreeentativea m?- 
pointed by tiw nine national Portxaments frcm awon^ 
their own me'-'bera. The Rome Tt^eatif pi*o\>ides for 
the election o/ the SwK>ps€Oi Parlicanent by univer- 
sal suffrage. 

The Eui'Opiicm Caunail^ inmigurated in Decembev 
of l9?St eigfi^ the final agi'eentertt cows&*ni*^ 
direct electione to t.he Ptzi'liament. The neu body 
tiill be aonjposed of 410 membere: Bt from France, 
Vest GerrraKifj Italy and Great Britain; 36 frofn the 
Setkerlands; 24 from Beigiw^; IB from Derniarki 
Is from Ireland} and 3 from iMxembourg, In cer- 
tain cii?itntvieB - Ireland, Great Britain and Italy - 
the European elections hav^ been coer&hadaised by 
national elections. 

One hundred thirty ollllon Europtran vioincn ii^kc 
up 521 of che electoral body which will select 
members Co the i^urope^n Parllaraent on June ID. 
Europe has discovered a renewed Interest in these 
prospective voters aad has launched a great media 
campaign in an effort to bring together the women 
of Europe and to encourage thfejr participation in 
the upcoming elections. In cKla campaisn, there 
Is particular attention being paid to the question 
of employment. 

in the press, there is a call for Strength in 
unity: "Wlien one woaifln speaVs of equality, they 
smile- When 100 Billion uomen apeak of It, they 
listen." Many papers, on the other hand, are try- 
ing, to demonatrate the progress made in tha aCrug- 
gle for equal rights: "Equal work, equal pay. 
The principle Is admitted. It is even set down 
in Article 119 of the Rome Treaty (the treaty 
which established the European Common Market) . 
So, things are already getting better," Curiously 
euQugh, Article 119, which still hasn't been put 
Into practice twenty years after Its conception, 
Is presented as the spearhead of the feminist 
battle for equality, although It was adopted as a 
means to abolish Che practice of low pay for 
women In order to encourage free CoEnpetitlon. 

Though the countries which make up the Europe of 
Nine (the European ■Economic ConHnunity) express 
concern Cor women's tights, particularly in the 
are« oi timployment, a service provided by the 
<]onimisHlon of Ki.-rapean Cornmunitlcs CCCE) , called 
Women 'b Employment , has established statistics 
which often contradict the stated policies of 
theee countries. 



According to the document of the CCE, AO mil- 
lion women In the Comraon Market countrles^vork] 
that figure represents 44J of women betwclftn the 
ages o£ 14 and 5<?. In these countries, the pro- 
portion of working women has gone up despite the 
economic ctiais and the incitements to stay or 
return to the home. However, according to the 
report, "the proportion of unompIoyedF-wom^n has 
gone up even more repidly. " The study's figures 
show that 2,611,000 women, or one out of every 
fifteen working women, are uneinployed. 

These figures are underestimated , and the 

Women's Employipent Service attributes thta to 
several factors: "The importance. In certain 
countries, of part-time work which can be a 
form of hidden unemployment; the dlBcrlminEitton 
against women in terms of unemployment compcnsa- 
tion; and the limited number of job openings 
really accessible Co women*" Despite these 
gaps in the statistics, the number of unemployed 
women In 1977 never dipped below 6.2X, and between 
August 1977 and August 1978, this figure went 

up to ii::. 

Adding to the problems caused by rising unera- 
ployment are those resulting from Che increasing 
number of women entering thi> working world. "With 
the number of women working on the rise, there in 
a corresponding growing need to develop certain 
social services, especially that of child-care." 
Hany of the European countries have responded 
to this need by praii»ting part-time work for 
women, with the result that 23. *X of employed 
women (as compared to a 1.5^ rate for men) work 
less than forty hours. The report points out 
that "...part-time work isn't always a deliber- 
ate choice. ..To consider part-time work as a way 
for women to reconcile their occupational and 
family-related activities points out two weak- 
nesses in the socletle& under study; the Inauf- 
ficlency of social services and che absence of 
shared family responsibilities by men." 

Womcij's Employment found that women are dis- 
tributed in three main sectors of the economy: 
7.12 in agriculture, 26. IX in industry and 
64. B3: in service. In the Industries, women 
are llniUed to a few areas — textiles, electronic 
equipment, clothing — which are most affected by 
the economic crisis and competition. In addition, 
they occupy positions requiting the least quali- 
flcatloTis and make up half of Che assembly line 
workers. In the service sector, women are limited 
to commerce and distribution, health, teaching 
and office work. 

In view of these observations offered by Wornen^s 
Employiiient , the three general plans adooted by 
the Council of Europe seem inadequate. They con- 
cern equal pay for both sexes fwith the possibi- 
lity of appeals in Individual cases of discrimin- 
ation); equal treatment of men and women in terms 
of Job access, promotion, working conditions', 
and, finally, the raovement towards equal social 
security benefits. 



^^ 



Nationalist Part^ (PNV - liberal nationalists) 
supporters was equaled and even supplanted In 
first place by the followers of Herri Batasuna 
{a revolutionist iJlecCotal coellcion which 
shocked political observora by winning 6 seats in 
the recent parliamentary electloHs) . Thus, of 
the 100,000 demonstrators In Bilbao, 45,000 
were in the PHV group, some 40,000 in Herri Bata- 
suna's and the remaining 15,000 in others. In 
this way, Herri Batasuna is at Che point of equal- 
ling tbe number of PKVlets Iti Viscaya* the Basque 
province uhere the PRV has Its greatest strength. 
In Vltorla the 28,000 participants were in two 
groups. On the one hand were the PNV , Euskodiko 
Eequerraia leftist electoral bloc, more Bodetate 
than j^), and the ORT(Ri?volutionairy Workers Organ- 
izaclon), who taarched uith slogans supporting Che 
&tat\hB{h}h-ick gives the Basque country a Very 
lirni^l^ autonojny, evnilcvr* to t}iat enjoit^d hy a 
U.S. fttate). HeTvi BatasuKHj the CoramuniBt Move- 
ment-Organization of the Communtst h^ftivkiok 
since have merg&x) and the Trotskylsts fortoedi the 
Che Communist Left and the Trotskviscs formed n 
other section— more than half of the demonstra- 
tors " which clled for a more radical solution 
to the problems of their region. In San Sebaa- 
cion, Herri Batasuna surpassed the PHV's partici- 
pation and in Pamplona this coilitlon made up 
9&£ of the 30,000 demonstrators, thus confirming 
Its character as the primary Navarran nationalist 
force. Insofar as the Soeialiet Party and the 
Communist Party are concerned, there is little to 
review given the scarce representation of both 
parties in the demonatrations. 




Street fighting in Euzkadi 



VTS/THunfa 



Elections planned in Bolivia 



PrS/Our correspondent 

Last year at this time Bolivia was about to 
elect its first democratic preBldent in 14 years. 
A year later, preparations are still being t&ade. 
In many ways the tide of popular protest to dic- 
tatorship has been building since the overthrow 
of populist General Juan Jose Torres in 1971 
and the beglnolng of General Hugo Banzer's "nat' 
ional security state" Style of government. 

Sanzer and bis followers In the military and 
business circles never really had a chance at 
building a popular base for the military govern- 
ment. The military-peasant pact of 1965» whlcli 
set up a peasant organization to work with the 
Minister of Peaijant Affairs (always a mlHtary 
officer) was weakening before Torres took power 
In 1971. Banzer held It together through his 
reign; but now, under the influence of the gxupo 
generational — the new generation of officers 
who attended the military academy when It re- 
flected the populist sonttflients of the 1952 
Revolution — the new pilitant peasant groups, 
which work Increasingly closely with the miners 
and urlsan workers, have discredited the old 
government-sponsored organizations. With the 



demise of the military-peasant pact the far- 
right Is isolated from the people. The left 
has made a comeback since 1971: tnilltary control 
has loosened somewhat, although troops continue 
to occupy three large mines; inany exiles have 
returned; and the Hlneworkers Union has enjoyed 
legality for the past 15 nsonths, even the COB 
(Bolivian Workers Confederation) functions 
openly. 

The military doesn't seem to have enough unity 
to carry Out the kind of heavy repression 
common to the other "national security states" 
in the Southern Cone, Repression during the 
Banzer years took the form of Imprisonment, 
banning of trade union and political leaders^ 
and over 20,000 exiles. Owing to the nationalist 
sympathies of many of the grupO genei^^ional 
officers, the rife between the Left and the mll- 
iCaty is not as deep as in neighboring countries'. 
But, let us not forget — Che mineworkers won't — 
the Army's history of massacres in mining dis- 
tricts. 

aantinued on paae 19 
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THE POLITICAL EMERGENCE 
Islam and the West on the attack in Afghanistan 



(PTS/Tranalated from Ax'leitex^kaupf , German weekly, 
April 30. 1979) 

The fierce dispute that began at the onset of 
the new year between the Moslen rebels and the 
Afghani military power has developed Into an 
open civil vqt. 

At the end of March, Western observers reported 
fighting in more than half of the Afgihanl provinces, 
with clashes near the capital, Kabul, The fighting 
reached its high point with the capture of Herat, 
the central provincial capital- Only through a 
greatly increased commit ctnent af troops in con- 
Junction with air attacks did the Afghani gov- 
eunment manage to recapture the city. At tVie 
present time, the Afghani government la prepar- 
ing itself for a sharpening oE Che conflict. The 
central cities are under mllitajry cpntrol and 
the country hae been put under de faato martial 
law. The cfvfl governflient has been eliminated and 
a type of ''emergency ^unta" has been establlshed- 

A COUNTER-RIVOLUTIQNARY ATTEHPT 

During the middle of last year, a revolt by a 
progressive wing of the Afghani military succeeded 
in sbollshmg the country's fcdual structure {See 

Nsijefront SnteFnational S2^0)<. The beginning of 



a land reform program in December of last year 
evidently gave reactlanary religious groups the 
opporturklty to open an attack against the gov- 
ernment. In many prrvincea, the land reform 
coyld not be carried out. In othere, the plan 
could only be implemented with the support of 
the military. 

The policies of the new government directly en- 
danger the position of the Islamic clergy. For 
some time, official Afghani declarations have 
sharply criticized the Islamic organizations. 
In addition, Islain as a doininant factor in 
polltiqal life has been tnore or lees eliminated. 
The Islamic clergy has close ties to the old 
feudal lords, with the Mullahs olten being 
owners of big estates themselves. Thus, the 
attack on Islamic holdings becaaie additional 
reason for the demagogic campaign to establish 
an Islamic republic. 

In December of 1978, the "Jamayot Tslaml" and 
the "Hezbi islami", toth secret fascist organi- 
zations forraed by the estate owners, the Kullahs. 
and their dependenca, took forceful action. Fug- 
itives ll-'ing in camps in neighboring Pakistan 
played an important role In the further develop- 
ment of the conflict. According to reports from 
Western Journalists, military training cgmpa under 

continusd on page 12 
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MQSijuee such ae this are becomirig eymbols of pctlitiAal power as tha influsnae of latcan gpreade. 
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OF ISLAM 



Turkey: NATO's Eastern flank under seige 



(PTS/CoEipiled from il imnifsato, Italian dally, 
April 20, 27 and May I» 1979) 

For additionat baakgpound info'mation^ aee 
N&JB front International flS22jSll and 204, 

Turkey will be the next Middle Eastern country 
Co explode, following the example of Iran; it will 
become the nexc bastion of the West and United 
States to be overturned by popular insurrection. 
This prediction, made by one of the most knowl- 
edgeable exponents at cne i'alestine Liberation 
Organljsattont Hani el-Hasaan, is a fairly recant 
one. Ic was made three months agOi when, In the 
afcermath of Khomeini's victory lit Iran, Hani el- 
Hassan hecama the Palestinian representative in 
Tehran, working out of the ex-Israell embassy. 

With the Shah gooe^ the two pivotal points of 
pro-U.S. forces in the Middle East (ovitaide of 
Israel) are Egypt and Turk^u, two countries where 
the resurgence of Islam is rntvlng ahead quickly 
and where secular governments are opi&ratlng be- 
tween economic difficulties and the politics of 
terror. In each country, the reBlme has at its 
disposal fewer means thati ever to defend itself, 
and the events In Iran will jnake themaelvea felt 
In an Increasingly violent and imcontrollahle way. 
Of the two, Egypt can count on a more efficient 
internal reprcfislon apjiaratus, and will thus be 
able to hold out longer than Turkey. This, in 
a nutshell^ la Hani el-Hassan's reasoning. 

Mow> three months later, the facts se':cn to bear 
out this hypothesis. Ankara Is in a permanent 
state of seij^e, and for some otonths no;>r Turkey's 
ma_j,or cities have been directly under the control 
of the ArmVi which has heen unable to put a stop 
CO disorders, fights, shoot-outs, and abductions 
carried out by warring leftist and rightist 
groups*. The victims of terrorlsin increase by an 
average of 100 a tnotlth; no one is counting any 
longer. There have been attempts at a coup d'etat, 
and the govermnent has bean forced to pass special 
laws to try So halt the growth of separatist move- 
ments in Armenia and Kurdistan. All o£ Turkey's 
eastern provinces are practically in a state of 
pemmnent war, and the level of repression is 
growing daily. 

On April 27, four months after a state of siege 
was proclaimed In thirteen provinces following 
the massacres of Karaman/Maras (5ee News£rant 
Intsmqtional H222) . the Parliament voted net only 
to extend this state of siege for two more months, 
but also to extend It to six additional provinces, 
mostly inhabitated by Kurds, in Eaatem Turkey 
Kow, one-third of the country is under military 
administration. 

The problem is certainly not merely a question 
of public order. Afcer a fantastic econuinic boom 
which Ifittted until early 1977, In which the coun- 
try's rate of economic, growth reached 7X annually 
{higher than any other industrialized or semi-in- 
duatrlallzed natlor in the world), Turkey fell 



Into economic chaos. The grouch rate has slowed 
to 2. 72, while unemployment haa reached 20X and 
is still Increasing. Inflation oscillates be- 
tween 50 apd 70% annually, and the foreign debt 
la Increasing by four billion dollars annually. 

Mafty of the problems now facing the government 
of social democratic Prime Minister Bulent Ecevlt 
came as a result of the catastrophic errors made 
by the reactionary Demirel government which was 
In power until two years ago. To avoid total 
bankruptcy, fclcevit Is looking for help from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), which has im- 
posed Its usual monetarist conditions. While 
Ecevlt has preferred to keep many of these con- 
ditions secret, the price increases resulting from 
them are a secret to no one; 903: Increase in the 
cost of easolitie and Diegel fuel, 333! increase 
for coal, and an averaee of 303: for foodstuffa. 




fm'kish e^hildpan 
Ivrtfi up outsida 

for gasoline. 



^S/Maintenscnt 

Up to this point there has been no popular revolt 
in the face qf tliese Increases because tliere are 
soldiers in the streets and because Ecevlt, de- 
spite everything, la still fairly popular with 
workers In the large cities, who could bring 
his government down with massive deTnonstrations. 
Under Ecevlt, Turkey has emerged from a military 
dictatorship and won the war foe Cyprus; he still 
enjoys the faltli of the people. 

But how loftg Csti this faith last? The frantic 
Industrial development Inpofted by Bentlrel between 
1975 and 1977, which has resulted in the current 
state of recession, inflation and uncmplaympnt , 
Is now forcing Ecevlt 's social democratic admin- 

ciontinued on pag0 73^ lowsr left coUmm 
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AFGSMTSTANj aantinued from pa^e 10 

Pakistani direction ate betng buHc, further atreng- 
thening the "JamayaC Islaml" and "Hezbl Islanil" 
fofCfifi. In February, the various groups in PaJi- 
Istan lormed what Is called Che "Afghani freedom 
Front." Tlicii: declared ^.a&l Is to lead "a holy 
var agolnsc the band of godless Coininuniets"' tn 
order to establish an "Islamic republic." (This 
'^Islaailc republic" has until now not been clearly 
defined.) 

For eotae time, the governmenc of Afghanistan 
has atcecipted to niinimize the extent ot the 
counEer-revolutlon and issued optimistic statifi- 
mentg. Mean>.?hlle, chev have resorted to military 
measures for the struggle, rather than relying 
on a strategy of popular mobilization. In res- 
ponse to the right's subversive activities, prac- 
tically the entire power of the iitate hag been 
entrusted to the iailltary+ On March 29, a 
"Supcecic Defense Council" was formed. By special 
decree, this d^'fense council received complete 
control of the army, responsibility for roaln" 
Calnlng "peace and order" as well as extensive 
administrative tasks. Tlse Defense Council is 
not subject to any checks and meets only when 
called fay the President, .Since the Council 
has the right to take anjj measures "necessary", 
Che country Is, in effGct» und^r martial law. 
At present, this Involves only the attempt to 
deal with the right. But with the eatablish- 
ment of a military dictatorship, the progres- 
sive elements of the military's prevlotis policy 
may be very quickly left behind. ■* 

la one interview, Afghani President Amln em- 




phasised the Importance of foreign Intervention 
'in the development of the rightist challenge to 
Che regime. According to the President, these 
attempts at interference, especially from PaKi- 
stan and [ran, are designed to move the e^cpused 
"Islamic republics" (Saudi Arabia) to intervene. 

According to its ovn stateinent, the Pakistani 

military regime supports the insurrectionists in 
Afghaniytan^ Pafelatanf junta chief Z-iav\ JIaq 
admitted this in an interview with the Saudi Ara- 
bian newspaper VkaJi. The headquarters, propasanda 
centers, etc., of the "Afghanietan Liberation 
Front" are found in Pakistan. The Afghani govern- 
raent has puMlciy accused Pakistan ot "participa- 
tion in a conspiracy againet our popular regime." 
In response to the denials of the Pakistani gov- 
errunent^ the Afghanistan govemnent declared that 
in contradiction to "its talk of friendship and 
good relations, the Pakistan goveromenC does Aot 
only tolerate the activities of these elements, 
but supports and encourages them." Zlaul Kaq, 
for his part, cfilled while in Saudi Arabia for 
" a common political strategy of the Islamic 
states against any comnunist influence in chelr 
countries*" clearly aiming at AFghanJ^tan. It 
is certainly no accident that the leaders of the 
"Afghanistan Liberation Front " appenl to "all 
Talankic states", with the aim of "supporting 
the struggle.. ■against the government in Kabul." 

Undoubtedly, Pakistan is taking upon itself 
the mission of compelling Afghanistan's relhte- . 
gratlon into the imperialist camp. By the seme 
token, It is surely no coincidence that at ,the 
end of March France delivered to the Pakistani 
Junta 32 modern Mirage fighter jets; Pakistan 
has only 20^ of the purchase price to pay, the 
remainder is to he payed a& a loug term credit. 
France also delivered a uranium enrichment 
facility which can easLly be employed for pro~ 
duction of atomic weapons. 

Afghanistan has very close relations with the 
Soviet Union and, in foreign policy matters, 
tends to fallow their lead. According to 
official Afghani statements, the U^S.S.R. ha» 

1,100 advisors in the country at the 
present time (;^s opposed to 300 frocn 
Western countries), but financial assist- 
ance is less than that provided by the 
West. The Soviet Union reacted quickly 
to the rebellion In Afghanistan - at least 
in terms of propaganda - and "warned force- 
fully against foreign interference In the 
domestic affairs of Afghanistan." At 
the same time, it sharply condemned ana^d 
provocations and conspiracies orxanlKed 
in Pakistan, Iran, and China. So S&ty 
this line has been maintained^ with at- 
tacks on China incteseing- 

aontimted Qri page 17 f Zioi.'er' left colufin 
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Ijote to our readers: We'll be taking our annual 
vacation this tnonth, so Ne'Jsfroyit International 
won't he coming ntit in Tiily. T.ooV fi-ir oiir next 
issue in Augusi . 
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Despite these plana, howev^ir, a report of the 
CdinmisijloTi of European CamiQunitiefi staCiSS that 
"the principle of equaJ pay hasn't been completely 
realized in any country of tljo rommunlcy" for the 
reason chat it liiipllE>s "'equal work" ancl,^ In gen- 
eral, employers vho detercnine the value of a Job 
don't give the Bane value to similar jobs per- 
formed hy men and uomen. 

Confronted with these obstacles, Individual 
appeals to die: tribunal ace not sufficient. Ef- 
forts muBt continue in the tiattle for s. mixture 
of iiieR and women in all ^nployinent areas, the 
BoppresBion of discrimination against women, par* 
ticularly in tercos of pay, and the push for the 
3*^-hotir work week to combat uneinployment . 

The difficulty vhlch faces women nOw, given a cer- 
tain idea of their etnployraenc prohlema, ts how to 
effect the necessary changes. According to a 
study called "Europeans Speak of Europe", many 
women teei that the European Economic Comtaunlty 
(CEE) is no mare syrapatliecic to their cause than 
are the political or professional organizations 
of thalr own countries. The figures strenethen 
their argument; of the 144 current Parliamentary 
raeaibers, only 6 are women. However^ In a poll 
conducted bv the Community, only "ilZ of the women 
questioned felt that "things would go better if 
there were mare woinen In Che Parliament." 

Francolse (Jaspard, Socialist mayor of Dreux, 
. France, observed: "Women haij absolutely no_rQle 

AFiiHANlSfAfij aotitinued from paga IS 

The Soviet Union doea support the Afghanlataa 
governn^ent with <)re3pan&.; helicopters and fighter 
planes (mostly outdated ones) have been provided, 
according to press rep&rts. But there Is no 

evidence of direct Soviet mlUcafy intervention. 
President Amln declared ac a press conference 
chat "we have no foreign pilots", in response 



in the building of liurope. Europe began Co deve- 
lop without them and often ajjainst them." To 
becotae "a drivings contrlhuting force", women 
need to he present where decisions are made. 
(The Trench Socialist Party will be presenting 
10 candldaces to the European Parllamenl:, 3 of 
which are women; the French Comnunist Party will 
be ptesencins 22 vopen out of their 81 candidates 
in all.) Gaspard continues, "Men won't give us 
their places for a simple reason: one wom^n more 
OQ a list means one man less. We must force open 
the doors of power." 



Sewsfront International 

w£2J be pid-tighirig a 
special booklet w: the 
fuH^ dealing ifzth 
Lvmen arouvd the tx^fld^ 
Arufons tntev&Gted in 
i^i-anBlating, editing^ 
typing, or Just offering 
idsag^ pl^^ec let ua 
know. 




to claims that helicopters were being flown by 
Soviet pilots, Ke did say that Afghanistan 
would request personnel support "In the case 
of foreign aggression", but on the whole it 
appears that the U.S.S.R. la w-lthdxawlng its 
advisors. 
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Nicaragua update 



(E'TS/CompUed fram Latin Anjepinan FoHH&it Repoi't, 
British weekly, Latin AmeHoan EooiVMio R^poftj 
British weekly, and £>& Monde, French dailyi 
April 13 and 20, 1979) 

What appears to have been a blundsr by tbc 
by the guerrillas during their recenL tactical 
iQ£fen3ive Ims led to a clearer definition by the 
?. S.L.N. (Frents Sandinista de LiheTadon Hacional~ 
Sandinista National Liberation Front) of Its fu- 
ture plan q{ dctloD, tn Escell, u/haC hegati as an 
F.^.l-.f]. harassment operation against, local Na- 
tional Ousrd positions led to tlie giierrillos o\tar- 
playiny itiL-ir liand, a result of the initial case 
ulth brhlch Lhey penetrated the city. Joined by an 
unexpected popular uprising, the guerrillas then 
felt obliijed Co stay on and occupy Eeteli, accord- 
ing to Carlos Nunez, a leader In both the Prole- 
tarian tendency and the new unified leadership of 

ail three F. E.L.N, tendencies. {Ths Ppoletarian and 
Pcputar iior teM&ncies suppci't a military atrat- 
^y •?/ prolonged guerilla ixn* while the Tercer- 
ietaSj in the past, have supported a uar of up- 
ri^iHge* The three Came together under the in- 
aurreationint (Teraerista) strategy due to the 
jnasees' pTcpsrmity tomard ineurr^atione; ^lO'Jj 
it BesmSt the Frente has tempered that &trat~ 
egif to meet existing conditions. ) When Nat- 
ional Guari^ reiiiforcenients were i;aXIeti In to 
surround the city, the guerlilas were faced with 
the option of finding a way through the cordon 
or calling, a full-scale nationai insurrection 
in support. Given t:he more sophisticated arms 
and superior numbecs (12,000 compar^id with 
ap]>roxi[nately 1200 guerillas) of the /uordia , 
they chose the former. 

Anochtir F. S.L.N, leader^ Daniel Ortega of the 
Tetcerlata tendency, warned Chat "position war- 
fare"i, i.e. trying to hold a city under selge, 
such as took place in Esteli is counter-produc- 
tive. He stressed the need for small-scflle, 
quick attacks > with more highway attacks and 
recapture of arms; in short, a general war of 

attrition on tlie National Guard. 

The gudrrilias" regular raids on National Guard 
posts and patrols over recent months have reached 
a point where the Guard can no longer maintain 
'normal' policing activities. The streets of 
.Managua and the other iiLain urban centers are larrie- 
iy deserted after dark, with the papulation «ary 
of either being caught in a military aklrralsh or 
mugged by criminals. 

Robberies of individuals, supermarkets, and banks 
(often conmitted by criintnals posinp. as Sandinista 
guerrillas) have increasi?d since thu devaluRtion 
of the cordoba In April. The U7X devaluation was 
almost certainly demanded by the International 
Monetary Fund In granting $66 dilllon In loans 
to an economy which even Somoza admits Is in cri- 
sis. 



All this has increased the antipathy of Che busl^ 
nesa sectors^ many of whose businesses are in 

constant danger of robbery or bankruptcytip To 
this antipathy, Che President has rtpUedi "These 
ptfDple have never fully supported my Liberal party. 
which has always been the supporter of the work- 
ers and the masses." The workforce te unlikely 
to gee things in these terms as unemployment be- 
gins to bite even harder later this «^ar. Busi- 
ness leaders are meanwhile hoping to cash in on 
working-class anger and are now discussing a 
possible repeat of last year'g national strikes. 






SandiniBta guerrilla 



The businessmen of the Broad Opposition Front 
(FAO) were Ippelled to coneider joining up with 
the more radical National Patriotic Front (FPN) 
by Che threat to chelr Interests caused by the 
devaluation, <lt was the FAO's failure to get 
anywhere with Sonioza during last y^rar's mediation 
that led to the creation of the 3,000-meinber FPN) . 
A crucial point is whether or not the FAO can con- 
quer 1C£ fear of the FPN's left-wing oriettation 
and links with the Sandinista guerrillas. The 
country's business leaders oUen seem as fearful 
of the' guerrillas as they are oF Somoza. a factor 
which was largely the undoing of the opposition 
during Che ill-£ated mediation. The FAO has pro- 
tested against what they call "a syatemaclc cam- 

continued on haak page 
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BOLIVIA^ continued pVff\ ping's 9 

The "democratic opening" in Bolivia was 
creaced by strikes and other actions by Che 
Bolivian working clas<:. In July, 1376 the 
thre* largest mines were shuc down in a strike 
wlilch spreM: to a national level and ended only 
when troops were stationed in the mines and 
miners' residential areas- Protest over pris- 
oners ta^n and workers fired during this per- 
iod ultimately led to a hunger strike In Dec- 
ember. 1977 and an even larger one In January . 
1^78. Banier wS? forced co hold elections In 
f3iily oE 1978. International observers decried 
/ massive and blatant fraud In the elections 
' which showed Banzer's choice, ex-securicy 
cbief, General Juan Pereda, the victor. Pereda 
yellded to the universal denunciation of the 
election; when the National Electoral Court 
cried foul he called for the elections to be 
anulled. "Acquleslng " to a barracks coup in 
Santa Cruz, Pereda took over the govcrnfflent 
three days later. 

The 07ntpo geneifaciat^at , following an un- 
sucessfuJ.' attempted coup in October^ 1973, 
supported a coup by the current l?resldent, 
General David Padllla,. head of an insHtua- 
icnatiata Rroup within the military who feel 
the armed forces must j^et Out uf govemnnent in 
order to maintain rhe integrity and the sur- 
vival of the nillltary. The inatituctorjilistas 
and the genevaci'ortalist<is agree that the far- 
rlghc, led by Banzer aisd Pereda, are not ade- 
quately defending the national Interest against 
Chile In Bolivia's struggle to regain an outlet 
to the gea (lost to Chile in the War of the 
Pacific a hundred years ago) and against 
Brazil, its gigantic neighbor wich "living 
borders" — forever eating away at Boll flan 
territory. 

k'hoever wins the election will have an 
unenviable Job confronting them. Bolivia must 
use one-tlilrd of its fisrelgn exchange earnings 
to repay Eoreign debt this year. Total foreign 
debt was csclmaced by che finance ministry at the 
end of 1973 to be $l'.9 billion. Tin. which 
sccounCs for most of che country's CKports and 
therefore Foreign exchange, Is running out; 
estlinstes range from 4 to 20 years worth at: 
present e>:tr3ctlon rates. The interior ministry 
is sclll considering Importing white Rhodeslans 
to beat the Brazilians In the race for the fer- 
tile valleys of Bolivia's vast^^and unsettled — 
Northeast. 

The three main contenders io Che election vlll 
be almost the same as last July, fianzer, who 
has more popular appeal than Pereda, will rep- 
resent the far-right; Victor Paz Estenssoro^ 
ex-president and leader of the >WR revolution 
in 1932, has made his peace with the V.S, and 
sotae of the rif^htwing Riilitary and business 
leaders and uill repriQF^enc the center-r ighc ; 
and Hernan Siles Zuazo , also an ex-president 
will reprfKfni. the center-left. Most observers 
agree that it wa^ Siles who actually won last 
year's election. lUs team is more divided than 
befnre hut still strong. The Tupaj Katari In- 



dian Movement will run Its own candidates, draw- 
some support from Slles. Paz seems stronger tli 
than befote^ Caking some strength Erqm hta right 
by running a Christian Democrat as his vice- 
presidential candidate. Surprisingly, Paa has 
Che support of Juan Lechin's PRIN (l^acional 
Revolutionary Leftist Party), a small "far-left" 
party. Lechin followed the Maoist Communist 
Party Into Paz's camp; the Maoists support 
Paz In what they see as an "antl-hegemoniat" 
coalition against SHes^ ticket which is 
supported by tht pro-Sowlet ComniunisC Party. 
(Paz, Siles and [.echin have known eacli other a 
long Cirae; Siles led the workers militia in La 
Paz and Let^hin, the miners' lailitia in Oruro, 
in 1932, when they defeated the Bolivian Army 
and brought Paz CO pawer.) In the recent con- 
ference of the COB, the L'DP (Uemocratlc Popular 
Unity), Siles* coalition, won SOX of the dele- 
gates, Paz's coalition took only 10a and Inde- 
pendents took the other lO^!. This: makes the 
UDP look pretty good going into the elections. 

It seems likely that neither the "fianzeristas" 
nor Paz's coalition will be very far from the 
center of power regardless of who wins the elec- 
tion. If the LlUP wins, Its soces5 will hin;;e on 
its ability to maintain Che support of the unions, 
the peasant organizations and the generaercnal- 
isUis in the armed ^orce^. The latter being the 
only force holding back another military coup by 
the far-right. 

For background on Bolivia see tf/I Nos. 18?^ 190^ 
211^ 2.1b arvX 2?.^. 
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lated tiim, although he has recently opportunistic- 
ally broken rulaclons with Egypt. In addition, 
the Iranian revoliitLon, which was followed rlosely <■ 

by the Moroccan population, has furnished a con- 
tagious eicamplt, considering the numerous Instl- ^ 
tutional similarities beCween the two regimes- In 
fact, Che Shah's taking refuge In Morocco follow- 
ing the revolution created such a stir of protest ' 
Chat Hassan was forced to ask the Shah to leave 
the country, fearing that his continued presence 
could provide the fuel to ignite a dangerous tide 
of mans anger- Even certain sectors of the army 
are not dependable. Hassan survived two coups In 
1971 and 1972 » &nd according to f:t'iqtie-Asie, a 
French monthly^ nineteen officera recently were 
killed after a third coup attempt which was abor- 
ted at the last moment. 

So the Hassan regime finds Itself in a situation 
incoaparafaly tnore difficult than In 1973, when 
it had Co make important structural changes In 
the government. The regime la now relying on 
support from the new technocratic and Industrial 
bourgeoisie, which is germinating from the reform- 
ist partleB, UNFP and USFP. These parties have 
a patriotic and opportunistic orientation and, 
like Hassan, fear a mass movement which threat- 
ens to upset thfelr reconciliation attempts with 
the monarch. With their support, Hassan may be 
able to maintain a precarious balance a while 
longer. Sut this appearance of consensus is , 
fragile. Although one cannot yet speak of turn- 
ing a page of hiacory, this is deifinitely a 
likely assumption. 

HICARAOUAt aontinued from page 13 

paign of denigration and deformation of Its ob- 
jectives" on the part of some sectors of the San- 
dlnlaca Front. "Some want to present ys as 
traitors ready to line up with the Somoza govern- 
raent, whereas we want unity, based on mutual res- 
pect and complete equality, with the FPN." It was 
after PAO's discussions with FPN that Somoza hit 
the FAO, detaining two of its leaders. Dismayed 
by the economic crisis, embittered by Somoza's 
gretidinetiia, and Igglaced by the F.S.L.N., the 
bourgeois opposition appears to be deprived of 
breathing room. 
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Note to our readers 

We remind our readers that we are taking our 
annual vacation during June. There will, therefore, 
be no July issue of NeiitafyoKt Tnt^r^r^tional ; look 
for ua again in August. 
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